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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation with confidence in the Words of 

our Lord Jesus, who gives not only bread and wine but his true body and blood to eat 

and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with 

one another. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to 

their great harm (1Cor 11:27-29). Reception of Holy Communion here at Concordia is a 

public confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar. Those who are not yet 

baptized, instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 

congregation and The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

 

 

Prelude 
 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”         515 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Confession & Absolution 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 

our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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We sit. 

Old Testament Reading           Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 

 shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

 O daughter of Jerusalem! 

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; 

 he has cleared away your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; 

 you shall never again fear evil. 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

“Fear not, O Zion; 

 let not your hands grow weak. 

The LORD your God is in your midst, 

 a mighty one who will save; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness; 

 he will quiet you by his love; 

he will exult over you with loud singing. 

I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival, 

 so that you will no longer suffer reproach. 

Behold, at that time I will deal 

 with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 

 and gather the outcast, 

and I will change their shame into praise 

 and renown in all the earth. 

At that time I will bring you in, 

 at the time when I gather you together; 

for I will make you renowned and praised 

 among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

 before your eyes,” says the LORD. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Anthem  “Christmas Hymn”     arr. Hugo Jüngst 
While by my sheep I watched at night, Glad tiding brought an angel bright: 

How great my joy, joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high. 
 

There shall be born, so he did say, In Bethlehem a child today: 

How great my joy, joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high. 
 

There shall he lie in manger mean, Who shall redeem the world from sin: 

How great my joy, joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high. 
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Lord evermore to me be nigh, Then shall my heart be filled with joy! 

How great my joy, joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high. 

Epistle Reading                Philippians 4:4-7 
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness 

be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

We stand. 
Alleluia & Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel           Luke 7:18-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 7th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, calling two 

of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is 

to come, or shall we look for another?” And when the men had come to him, 

they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is 

to come, or shall we look for another?’” In that hour he healed many people of 

diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed 

sight. And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: 

the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
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hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. And 

blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 

shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury 

are in kings’ courts. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 

you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’ 

I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one 

who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
 

 

Hymn of the Day  “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 345 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon “A Candle of a Different Color”   Pastor Michael Geml 
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We stand. 
Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen 

world You gave Your only Son, that all who believe in Him should 

not perish but have eternal life. 

C We give You thanks for the salvation You have prepared for us 

through Jesus Christ. Send now Your Holy Spirit into our 

hearts, that we may receive our Lord with living faith as He 

comes to us in this Holy Supper. 

 

 
Words of Institution 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you.  

We sit. 
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Distribution     

Anthem      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”        arr.Dobrinski 
 

“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”          347 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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We stand. 
Dismissal 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

Benediction 

 

 

Closing Hymn     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     338 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 


